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TO
Sri Vyasa Bhagavan
Sri Jagadguru Sankaracharya
and
Srimad Appayya Dikshitar






SRI SWAMI SIVANANDA

Born on the 8th September, 1887, in the illustrious family
of Sage Appayya Dikshitar and several other renowned saints
and savants, Sri Swami Sivananda had a natural flair for a life
devoted to the study and practice of Vedanta. Added to this
was an inborn eagerness to serve all and an innate feeling of
unity with all mankind.

His passion for service drew him to the medical career;
and soon he gravitated to where he thought that his service
was most needed. Malaya claimed him. He had earlier been
editing a health journal and wrote extensively on health prob-
lems. He discovered that people needed right knowledge most
of all; dissemination of that knowledge he espoused as his own
mission.

It was divine dispensation and the blessing of God upon
mankind that the doctor of body and mind renounced his career
and took to a life of renunciation to qualify for ministering to the
soul of man. He settled down at Rishikesh in 1924, practised
intense austerities and shone as a great Yogi, saint, sage and
Jivanmukta.

In 1932 Swami Sivananda started the Sivanandashram.
In 1936 was born The Divine Life Society. In 1948 the
Yoga-Vedanta Forest Academy was organised. Dissemination
of spiritual knowledge and training of people in Yoga and
Vedanta were their aim and object. In 1950 Swamiji undertook
a lightning tour of India and Ceylon. In 1953 Swamiji convened
a ‘World Parliament of Religions’. Swamiji is the author of over
300 volumes and has disciples all over the world, belonging to
all nationalities, religions and creeds. To read Swamiji’'s works
is to drink at the Fountain of Wisdom Supreme. On 14th July,
1963 Swamiji entered Mahasamadhi.
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PREFACE

It need not be over-emphasised that the Bhrahma Sutras, or the
Nyaya-Prasthana of the triad of Indian Philosophical treatises hold
supreme sway over the later rationalistic and scholastic develop-
ments. Right from the mighty brain of Sankara down to the master-in-
tellects like Sriharsha, Chitsukha and Madhusudana, the main
polemics have been occupied with the task of establishing the doc-
trine of absolute Monism and refuting the views contrary to it, by ap-
peal to logic as well as authority alike, which find their seeds already
sown in the Brahma Sutras. The founder of a new religious and philo-
sophical school had simply to write a new commentary on the Brahma
Sutras so that his view may be accepted by the mass of people. Such
is the authority of the Brahma Sutras, the work of Baadarayana.

Commentaries there have been many on the Brahma Sutras,
but either they are too short and insufficient to be useful for a compre-
hensive study of the Sutras, or are extremely tough and abstruse to
be utilized by men of ordinary understanding. This work of Swami
Sivananda is of a unique type in itself, unrivalled by any other. This
commentary is neither too short to be useless, nor too verbose to be
unintelligible, but follows a via media course, useful to one and all,
mainly the spiritual aspirants, who want thought, not mere word.

Swamiji has got his own inimitable way of writing, which is a
boon to the inquisitive student on the spiritual path. All real aspirants
after Truth should possess this book, for it is a guide-light that is capa-
ble of steering them across the sea of ignorance and doubt.

Swamiji has left nothing unsaid that may be useful to the student
of the Brahma Sutras, and in addition has given useful information
which will not be found in other notes and commentaries. The division
of each Pada into the relevant Adhikaranas marking at the same time
the number of Sutras they contain, the subject matter they treat of,
and the accompaniment of each Sutra by the serial number from the
very beginning is for the use and guidance of the student. An elabo-
rate introduction precedes the work in addition to a short introduction
and a summary of the different Adhikaranas preceding each Pada.
These are all a boon to the student of the Brahma Sutras for which the
incomparable Swamiji has to be eulogised. Each Sutra also contains
a word-by-word meaning and a running translation.

More need not be said than that the production is a marvelous
one. Swamiji has completed his annotations on the Prasthanatraya
with his Brahma Sutras. His writings are too famous to necessitate
further introduction.

The text of the Brahma Sutras has been included herein to en-
able the readers to do Svadhyaya and get them by heart for purpose

of meditation. —THE DIVINE LIFE SOCIETY
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| prostrate myself before that Guru, the Existence, devoid of the
three Gunas, beyond comprehension, the witness of all mental func-
tions, changeless and pure, one and eternal, transcending the pairs

of opposites, expansive like the sky, reachable through the sentences
like ‘Thou art That’, the Mass of Absolute Wisdom.
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He whom the Saivas worship as Siva; the Vedantins as the Ab-
solute (Brahman); the Buddhists as Lord Buddha; the logicians, the
experts in the theory of knowledge, as the Creator; those following the
teachings of Jaina as the Arhat and the ritualists as the Sacrifice; may
that Hari, the Lord of the three worlds, give you the desired object.
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| worship the great Rishi Vyasa, who is called
Krishna-dvaipayana, who is worshipped by gods, men and Asuras
alike, who is the form of Vishnu, who is like the light of the rising sun to
the darkness of the impurities of the age of Kali, who belongs to the
family of Vasishtha, who divided the Vedas into different sections,
who is the seed of Dharma, who wrote the Puranas, the Brahma
Sutras, the Mahabharata and the Smriti.
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| contemplate on Sankaracharya, who is seated in Padmasana,
who is tranquil, who is established in self-restraint, whose glory is like
that of the enemy of Cupid, who wears the sacred ashes shining on
his forehead, whose smiling face resembles the blossomed lotus,
who has lotus-like eyes, whose neck is conch-like, holding book in
one hand and indicating Jnana-mudra (with another hand), who is
adored by the foremost of gods, who gives boons to those who pros-
trate to him.
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1. O ocean of the nectar of illumined knowledge of the whole
Satras! Thou hast revealed the treasure of the meaning of the great

Upanishads. | meditate on Thy pure Lotus Feet in my heart, O
Sankara Desika (Acharya), be Thou my refuge.
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2. O ocean of mercy! Protect me who am afflicted sorely by the
pains of Samsara; Thou hast expounded the truth of the various
schools of philosophy, O Sankara Desika, be Thou my refuge.
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3. By Thee the humanity has attained happiness. Thou art en-
dowed with a fine intellect reflecting Self-knowledge. | meditate on
Thee who expounded the identity of Jiva and Isvara, O Sankara, be
Thou my refuge.

T TF HATHTd ® a0 THSTEa Iars shigichdr |
W IR HIgHETSTEA el Wa IRt 9Teh | IROTH 1% 1|

4. “Thou art my God"—thus thinking my mind became full of joy.
Remove the great ocean of delusion in me, O Sankara, be Thou my
refuge.
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5. Itis through various meritorious actions done by me for a long
time that | have got in me a love for the vision of Thy lotus Feet. Pro-
tect this humble self, O Sankara, be Thou my refuge.
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6. For the redemption of mankind great souls like Thy Self move
about from place to place. Thou seems to me like the pure and re-
splendent sun, O Sankara, be Thou my refuge.
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7. O best of Gurus, O Lord Siva! It is impossible for anyone to
gauge Thy mental poise. O Protector of the refuges! O Repository of
Knowledge! O Sankara, be Thou my refuge.

Tafear 7 wen e 7 = fhem wraAmte )
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8. I have not been able to find any treasure worthy of possession
except Thee, O Preceptor! Have mercy on me which is Thy natural
quality, O Sankara, be Thou my refuge.

(12)



CONTENTS

Preface. . . . . . . .. . . . ... (8)
DhyanaSlokas . . . . . ... .. ... ... ...... (9)
Sri Sankaradesikashtakam (by Hastamalaka). . . . . . (11)
Brahma Sutras: Sutrapatha . . . . . . . ... .. .. (15)
Introduction. . . . . . ..o 3-8
Chapter |
SAMANVAYA DHYAYA
Section 1 (Sutras 1-31). . . . . . . ... .. ... ... 9-49
Section 2 (Sutras 32-63) . . . . . . .. ... ... 50-75
Section 3 (Sutras 64-106) . . . . . .. ... ... ... 76-112
Section 4 (Sutras 107-134). . . . . . .. . . ... ... 113-142
Chapter Il
AVIRODHA ADHYAYA
Section 1 (Sutras 135-171). . . . . . . . . . ... ... 143-181
Section 2 (Sutras 172-216). . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 182-233
Section 3 (Sutras 217-269). . . . . . . . . . ... ... 234-283
Section 4 (Sutras 270-291). . . . . . . . ... ... 284-304
Chapter Il
SADHANA ADHYAYA
Section 1 (Sutras 292-318). . . . . . . . . ... .. .. 305-327
Section 2 (Sutras 319-359). . . . . . ... . ... ... 328-366
Section 3 (Sutras 360-425). . . . . . . ... ... ... 367-429
Section 4 (Sutras 426-477). . . . . . . . .. ... ... 430-470
Chapter IV
PHALA ADHYAYA
Section 1 (Sutras 478-496). . . . . . . . .. ... ... 471-491
Section 2 (Sutras 497-517). . . . . . . . ... .. ... 492-508
Section 3 (Sutras 518-533). . . . . . . . .. ... ... 509-522
Section 4 (Sutras 534-555). . . . . . . . ... .. ... 523-537
INDEX to Important Topics Discussed . . . . . . . . .. 539-542

(13)



LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

Chh.Up.. ... .. .. Chhandogya Upanishad
Tait. Up. . . .. .. .. Taittiriya Upanishad
Kau.Up.. .. ... .. Kaushitaki Upanishad
AitUp. ... ... .. Aitareya Upanishad
Mun.Up . . . ... .. Mundaka Upanishad
BriUp. . ....... Brihadaranyaka Upanishad
KathaUp. . . .. ... Katha Upanishad

KenaUp. .. ... .. Kena Upanishad
PrasnaUp. ... . .. Prasna Upanishad
Svet.Up. ... .... Svetasvatara Upanishad

Sat.Br. .. ...... Satapatha Brahmana

(14)



+

3%

| |sfirest = : ||
off ITRRERHHETESH
[ SrgTioT |

3T TAWI ST :
AT UYH: UTq:
g, fosmanfosrom, | go ¢ | JAASTAUR: 1128 11
AT FARTET 1S 1) WUV 1189 11
R SR, | e 2| TS ATTAETIET 1124 11

ST Id: 1R 1]

3 YTEReaTiRrR | o 3 |
e 13 11

¥ HHFATTROH | Ho ¥ |

T T %11

Y ST | Fo 4-22 |
ZeraAtISEd 1Y 1|

o STRITSaT 118 1

AfIaT AITaewTTe 1o 11
FIeaTEeAT 114 1|
w@reEET 1R 1)
TfeEmETET 1180 11

Ydcar= 112% 11

& ATGHATIIRO | Fo 23-39% |
TERATSYATT 119R 11
TrerreTseTate = wrgEt 1193 11

AGIAUCIT 112% 11
urerafuteRda = TR 1194 11

NTETET = TN I 1121 11
o TR | o 30-32 |
AEAGHTIGIE 110 11
VTSIURIMTA: 1132 1|
¢ STTRTRIEERM, | Ho 2R |
AMRTIEATeAT 11RR 1
R WO | Fo 231
3@ T W0 1133 11
%o SAIMAEROMIRRRM_ | go
R¥-30
SATASROTSEm™T 1% 11
EEANEBICIEIICER R
CRIN IIEUEHE D]
f& gotam a1
ATUTEEATRTIIaaEIaT 1138 11

SugmIaETA S -
AT 110 11

(15)



9.9 TACTIRIRT, | Go ¢-32 |
TUREALTTETE 11R¢ 11
T IFRCH TSI

PG EATCHETE- T

A 1R 1

IMEGESAT U AT 1130 11
Sageaamfergrat

AT TR AT
TR 132 11

3 o THREHIHTERT TS YoE: Iie: 112 11
GTQT%?ﬁT[WE{:

% T TG | go 2-¢ |

FEARIGIaeuTa 112 11

Traféraoiau=iar 112 11

TUUE] T IR 113 11

HHRGeIIGIT |1 11

JTSEIANTA 114 11

AL g 1

SRR U= AT
EERERIEICICE]

e 1o 1
TR B 9T 11 1
R AR, | o R-20 |
ST TR, 1R 11
THITTA 120 11
3 RIS | o 9-2R 1
et afaeTarEt 7

RS 1182 11
fesum= 1% 11
¥ TR, | o $3-20 |
3T+ SUUR: 1193 11
TSI 119% 11
gaEtatreiaamea 9 118k 1
AR e 119§ 11

S TEATETTET JaT: 1190 ||

b ITAITEITR | o 2¢-R0 |

RIS DEC TR
AGHSAULIT 119¢ 11

T T TTAHAGHTETaTd 18R 11

TRRenwRAsty 2
FEATHE T 110 11

& JTGIACATIIRIUT | o R%-R3 |

AGTIETIIUTERT &dTh: 1133 11

fervrwusEsETRITE =
FA1IRR 1

BUIUETA 1133 11
o FETTIHRO | o 3¥-3R |

YT ATRUTITEE —
farrem =¥

THIWTUTHIAT TTfef 1'% 1)
yregTfesa s=a - afagmT afq o=

qAar

STt 1128 11
A T 7 @t Jd A 1R 11
wreeE e Jfuf: 112¢ 1
TR ATy e 11R% 11
IFEAFIE: 1130 11

sfa Janfyern sRerHHERT e fed: are: 1R 11

(16)



wromftfa Sfufeen 7 ATHAT TATER 1132
ggrard 1132 11

Y = UTe:
9, AT | Ho 2\ | ar=nefer Tt 11R0 11
FyaTeTEad TavreaTd 118 11 TEUYARTT Sagwa 1€ 11
TR IgESIIEIT IR 1 & ITIFATIHRT | Fo I3-33 |
AgUTHAESsaTd 113 11 FTHFAETE = 113 11
IOt | 1% 1 arf = =ia 1123 1)
AEEIUCI |14 11 \o FTHATFRRROT, | Ho R¥-3Y |
TERIOTTE 115, 11 vrsgTed uffa: 1% 11
gt = e 11 TEULET g
R VTR, | Ho ¢-% | AT SRRt 1R 11
AT AEIATGIES 1 ¢ AATFTH | Go RG-33 |
THTIUE 1R 11 AGUAT STETEUT: FETET 116 1
3 SRR | o 0-23 | fervy: wuvfifa
AT 1120 11 AATARATATAEIAT 110 11
AT = I 112 11 vTse 3fa o=
FATISETIR 112R 11 THATCTGATIHHTST 11¢ 11
¥ SeferrdeTueeTeR | o 231 A T o e 1R 11
SerfaemieauamTTed: 1193 11 ARG T T AT e
& TR | o %32 | oA 1130 1
T I 1% 11 HeATfomrarTaTeA eI
frerserea @ 3 g8 sfafa: n3gn
A SILINT ST Tar= 13R 1
el AR sETegaersd: 1195 1| T g mawEvitsted 21133 1
gfrgar11ge 1 R STUTGIIFRTM | Fo 3%-30 |
FAUTHITE i I AEATENAUTRETEAuTT
SIATEETETA 118¢ 11 ead R 13y 1

IR EETE] 1122 11 ATATRTA LI ST

i CATERST

(17)



TERTUHIT ST %0 11
AGHTATIHEATITS 1136 11 93 Fretareate -
AT = TeN: 136 11 IR | Fo %2, |
eI PEIRI IR DI HTRTINSATATCAT SIS 11%¢ 11
T 3¢ 1 23 G-
9.0 SHFETERM, | go 3R | HOT | Fo ¥3-¥3 |
AT 113R 11 FIeIhT-atsiaT 1% 11
9.9 SAIfCRIRTM | o ¥o | TeaTieersas: 11%3 |1
i iR SRR ETET JermTeae gt uTe: 113 ||
3121%@85:111?{:
9, HATIATHERTIETROT | Fo $- | T GEIERE Y
SRR e AATHATETE feRehT=T 1199 11
TR AT TTUTTEAT AT 18R 1
T2 11 SR eTHER 1123 11
ﬁ&ﬁ@ﬁ?ﬁﬁlﬁll?ll ¥ SHTUTCTIEIhTUT | Fo 2¥-234 |
AgefeaTgstad 13 11 HRUTE TThTY
T 1% 1) JATIUTIEIRh: 119% 11
Tt = v T FETRYTT, 1134 11
TERTOTTA | 1Y 1] b SRR | Ho $6-2 |
TIATOTTHS STHI-TH : STgTreaTd 1198 11
T 1 1E 1 Sraqeasmurfergat Sy
wEgA Il 1| =rEaTad 11960 11
R WA | go ¢-%o | aref g Afu:
THHEEEYET 11¢ 11 TS TS TH Y
ST TerReTSRET g e TaHk 11%¢ 11
eftaa Tk 118 11 € TR -
HETATIRITTS O, | Fo 23— |
AeATIGage: 1130 11 FrFTEETd, 18R 11
3 GEAIIEIRIR - ufasRrgfeigamomea: 1120 11
UM | Ho 22-23 | et

TERTETRetge™: 1139 11

(18)



srafeerafifa soThe: 1R 11

o TR | o 3-R0 | RUEE AT TR
RCATE ) ¢ TEAATAHIHRTH, | Fo ¢ |
TAAEEAEAET 1311 g o e
SAfvTEATITITT 119% 11 ARG 113¢ 1
I 1134 1
i Snfereren SRR SemTeRe Tqe: e 1% 1
ary feeanseam:
AY TUH: UTq:
%, WA, | o 2-3 | b ST, | o 93 |
TEAARTIG g 3T AT ST —
AT ITTRTI — weArRad 119311
FrosEgT 113 11 & SO, | Ho 8%-R0 |
AT TTIUEs: 1R 1 AT TAEUTITSETE: 119% 11
R INTHIFATIHRT | Fo 3 | T TOerss: 1194 11
T AT: T g 113 11 AT 1185 1
3 TIcTeoTeaREsR o | go w-28 | STHGEAUQIITATT o EHf-aior
T RrererTeaTes aura = TN 11260 11
FrsaT 1% 11 Teh: JTeETaar= 11%¢ 11
srfvrmTeaaeTTey Tea 18R 11
?ﬂﬁiﬁ Iala “wrn\ el JT < MO 110 |1
srafefe o= ufavemmeT e 11 : 5 ﬁw ﬁl? wol
Tt AgaeIHgTEaHsTdH 11¢ 11 Nesrfe: 12 11
T g s fireh g WefAduma 1122 11
TEULTEINT 1180 |1
o o srmerrirafie mﬁaaaagwﬁr:n?an
U CEHEAHTeTEg: 118 11 ¢ JTHRTEHTT, | o
¥ Rrerfotierom | g 23 | R¥-R4l
e T s IUEEREYHTATT o &fiafg 1% 11
ST 1122 11 ATGAGTY ek 11K 1

ATCHSHA: TRUTHT 113 11

(19)



} FEATHFATIHON | o R6-3% | 7 TS 3R 11

FEATA R I cavTegeh aT

ATIIRE 1

Haeg TegHereaTd 1130 11
arrenfs va fafemng R 11Re
TEULTEET 118 11

9.0 HATIATRRIN, | Fo 30-3% |
FATUAT & AEAT 1130 11
TorertuTeamafa = agew 1132 11
2.8, TRIISIHERTTROT, | Fo

Arhay SiieTehaead 1133 11
93 SR -
O | o 3¥-35 |
FUrAHUE T AT
Tort 2 geiafa L3y
T HATAATTI ST
FAHTGET 1134 1
YT ATHUAYAD T 1135 1|
%3 THUHTIIIRER | Ho 39|

33-33 | Hﬁ%ﬂﬁqﬁﬂllw Il

i e sTReRHaET fgdfeeee wom: ure: 119 11

Hﬂi\ﬁ?ﬁﬂ:m:

% TR | Ho -0 | IWAATA =
TIATIIAURY ATEEE 118 11 HATAEASATE: 1122 11
TR IR 1 AR
T STIEE aATST 113 11 qrETEAaredd: 193 11
sARREEfR T |1y || (e o a2 11
SIS 7 qUIfEq |1y || SoTigure foa
ST STt 16 || AT 1124 11
gENTTHET T o qUT 1o 1 IUTT < T 1125 1)
Ao 11 11 UfaTgTATeT=aa-geT 1186 |11

LTI HAT & TR 1R 11

FrafosaraTaHssET 1120 1
2 TEEETRT | Fo 92 |

wEgrdagat
FEAARHTSATRT 1182 11

3 THTYSTTGRRUTCAT Y -
FOM | Go 23-20 |

¥ HHSATRIHROH | o 9¢-R0 |
| IR ST
AEUTH: 11%¢ 1
TR TITATIS (A e AT —
ffereeaT 2] 11
ITCUTE o GATRIET 11R0 11
srafa wfesadren
FRTIEH=IT 112 1

(20)



RIGEICO ISR Ce o
FrRremaTERTesET 12 11
IWFYT & FETA 113 1
SATERTI TATTAIIST | 1R 11
ATEAY 1R 1|
TrEAtsgEETd 1135 1
I O faftg: 120 11
Y TSRO | Fo ¢-32 |
TS TS 113¢ 1
FeFT |7 TATEad 1123 11
qwmﬁ}: 1130 11
erfuTeheaT=T 1132 11
AU 113% 11
& TR EHAERaTe -
O | Go 3338 |
FehfeTaErETd 1133 1
TS ATCHTSHRTEAT 113% 11

T qFiATEE Rt
ferermrfas=r: 1134 11
FaTa e A eaear—
afaor: 1138 11
o TRARFRTM | o 39-%7 |
YegRETHSTET 1130 11
FEETIUIRY 113¢ 11
rfersTIguuRSr 1133 11
HUTTHT HRTTEHT: | 1%0 ||
FaaIHEE AT at | 1%8 11
¢ JTTEEATE -
U | Ho ¥R-%Y |
SeqaEEaTd | 1%R 1
T 9 g O 1163 1
IERICIECICEC])
qAquTave: 11¥% 11
Terafemerm=r 11%4 11

sfa Janfern siterdmTEmn fedenems fegdia: ae: 1R 11
STSTQ?ﬁ?I:tI'I'c{:

9 Toafeesom | o -1

T ferreg@: ng 1

afe g R 1

TrogETsET 113 11

ITegTA 1% 11

TTRE FEEEad | 14 1|

yfesmsereata-
THEB: 11E |

Frafger g faswmm
wreRad 1o 11

2 ATaRETRTE | go ¢ |

T HTATET SaEdTa: 11 1|

3 TEFTATIIRTM | Ho R |

FHEEG AAISTAUN: 1R 11

¥ ISR | go %o |

ASTISA: qAT FTE 1120 1

b TSR | o 22 |

34 1182 11

& gforeafersmrieerom | go 21

gferet sTfereREy -
IS 18R 11

(21)



\o TGTHEHTIRTM | o 23 |
agfeaTTRE g
AfeergTa &: 1183 11
¢ TouafereRteng | go 9 |
foradaor g watsa:
IqUEE = 119% 1
R TR | o 94 |
ST fermTamE s

afggriefa o srferem 11gw 1

9.0 TERAIHATRTM | o 25 |
TSR] TTd, ageauda
WTh: AgravTiaeaTd 1198 11

9.9, SHATCHTIIRTM | Ho 29 |
ATy fedeaTsa a1 1186 11
9 TR | Fo 2 |
FSA T 112¢ 1
9.3 IR IR, | o
9%-3%1
SEEhRTITeaRTA AT 1121 11
TTHAT T 11%0 |1
RS RINE
AAARTIAHRT 112 11
TAITSE AT < 18R 1
rfeRIggaTad 1183 1
srafrarfaavrentafa
TeTegwTHEY e E 1% 11
TUTTETS SRS |14 11

A faeR! TFEEd |1RE 1
qAAT T AT 1R 11
YUV 113¢ 11

e HR] 11
FragTeANTIeaT T
FraEAEeAT 1130 11
qEeaTiead @
warstirsafeam 132 11
FreuessaguatsTagt s -
T s 1132 11
9% Ao | o 33-3% |
At e 1133 11
TergrraQTa 113% 11
IATEET 1134 11
ey feRama 7
Sfareurtaaa: 1135 11
ITAfsUEE I 1130 11
VIR 113¢ 1
FHTEAWTETT |13% 11
9 Q&R | Ho o |
JAT = ALTHIAT | %0 ||
9.6 TURIRTIERM | Ho ¥ -%R |
LG CE CHIA AT
FagaeTagrg fafgaafafugr-
Faeaifas: 1% 11
900 ATMURTH | Fo ¥3-43 |
TN THATAISITEAAT
=Tty FroTfeRaaTtacamefiera
TH 11%3 1
TereuTr= | 1%% 1
It = T 11y 1
JeRToTTIGarsra UT: | 1% ||
TRt T 1% 1|

(22)



SFFATARERT
JEErEFaTSATaaTead 11%¢ 11

FTEAA TS 11%¥2 11
STHTE T o | 140 |

AT 1162 11
Tttty =ew 11%R 11

TeuTEfd SrETawiaTd 1143 1|

sfa e e fgdenemre gdff: a1g: 13 11

g Tge: ute:

%, TUTICTeAferehtory | o 2-% | & ATV | o 23 |
AT TTOT: 118 11 UL 1123 1
ToEEsTET 1R 11 o ST | Ho L¥-28 |
ACTTEFZAL 113 11 SATaRTEess™ g
qegaheargra: 1% 11 AT 119% 11
R TR | o 4-§ | TToTeraT ITeET 1194 11
Y TAfdvNdaeaT= 11y 11 Te v feeaa 1198 1
FEaTgas feudsdr @m 11g 11 ¢ g, | go 228 |
3 MOV RO | To o | a sfgafor agsauevnea=
Ut e 1| ST 1120 11
¥ OSSR | Fo ¢ | HeY: 112¢ 11
B 112 11 Fereruar= 1121 11
& AR | go ]-23 | R T feReeai-
T ATGFRA GeTUEIITa 1R 11 FUH | Ho R0-3R
wegaTfeay Hamfia ey Prargpea

AeagiTsasE: 1130 11 ST 11Ro0 11
STRUTeAT= 7 groEaa 2 rETte ot

At 1192 11 JYTITSE HawTS 1122 11
grgfHATag saufeyad 113 11 ATy qgrewage: 1IRR 11

i e st fgdfenemre =g ure: 11y 1|
Y FArAISEAT:
AY TUH: UTq:

(23)



% AEAITUTSRT, | Ho - | TAAA TaIARUTHRIGTERIE!

Agrarafaust tEf wufteas: AT 1193 11
TSI 112 11 TRE= = 112% 1
SATCAERTETY AT 113 11 A= /W IgU 1)
TTURTAST 113 11 LEUER]
TR o= AGATARIG SR 1198 11
T 1% 11 ferermerdniifa g
TeR syl =" a1 ua Tehdeard 1189 11
FuuE: 114 11 T et qeaersy: 119¢ 11
AAYAeaTiafa SRRt TSy = vk 18R 11
‘{'?ﬁ%““a“ o AT 1130 1
WI"h SR e m" o
A e 1 TR 1122 11

R FACTIF | Ho ¢-22 | ¥ HITTIATRUN | o R |

5;”;' '5535.'3' E'l'lz' EQE gt AT e auT: 113% 11
b ATfferTfeeRom | o 23 1

mﬁ?ﬁ?ﬂﬁ Arfrferor faweTa 11R3 11
sty 3= & rnffteaTfieton | o ¥-30 |
AEUEAT 110 11 sr=Tierfisay
gFagepd vafa g amaf: 182 11 qeEEReTTaT 1% 11
3 sAfrmrfeemifieRo | o EHEALITICE R AR IR
23-32 1 [AFETERTSY 11R¢E 1

SAFETGeRTROTAIS & 477 11811 TR 1R 11
sfa Jafdrer SRR qofiemeame gom: ure: 112 1

3121%?{'\'5[:‘113:
9 AT | Ho -5 | oy 7 gau=ea v
e g R g afgg: ¥
frotar = gameay 1R 11 e foRifee aat e
WTATHTA § T Teah — FrefaaEat 1y 1
TR 113 11 AT |isfa g 1)

(24)



R AEHTATIIROT | go 9—¢ |
AGHTAN ATENY T A

e 1
3T TEESEAT 11 11

3 AT feTeg aeafeERo | o

N

qawag
FHIIETeRTas: 113 11

¥ ISHEFIIeRom | Ho %o |

A sHETai: TREET 1130 11

Y SafergTiRERon | go 22-32 |

T oAt stu wenwaterg ves
Rugen

T derfefa ==
TRRHAGEATA 18R 1

T Sk 1193 11

EEE g aeraera 119% 11

TeRTITEETIRATd 1124 11

SATE o aHEH 1198 1

getafd eme iy w=id 1% 11

3T TS AT GARTEEd 119¢ 11

TG T AUTTH 1123 11

I gerasTaaTauiag a -
gHsEEad 1o 1

AT 113¢ 11

& ThAAEEIeRUH | o R-30 |

Tehadraa g afavefe aar
Tt = 5= 11 11

AgeawaTe R 11R3 11
arfy = wwe

T RITIHTATET 11R% 11
TRTIMTCAHTAIE TeRTITS

FHHTTATATA |14 11
aratsA=a aer & fergm 11ke 11
SHTAUITARHISAT |10 ||
TERTITIHAAGT aieeatd 113¢ 11

gaagT 118 11

gfaaer= 1130 11

o TR | o 32-391

AT —
VTSI 1132 1

[T 3R 11

ggad: argEd 1133 1

TS ETEIRTIT A, 113% 11

3UTHY 1134 11

qeraTfavaTa 1138 11

A HETTacE -
TTATAITSET: 1136 11

¢ AT | o 3¢-%2 |

THeTHd SUUA: 113¢ 11

gJaeaT= 113% 11

g} Sfufaa wa 1%o 11

g g et
TSI 11%2 11

st e s gaeneme fgdfe: arg: 1R 11
1Y A UTE:

% FAATATCIATIIR | Fo 2-¥ |

(25)



R CE o]
AT 12 11
WA TR EH T 1R 11

T quTead 2
THTENS fereh =T e
arsEE: 113 11

FEfa T Y11
R ITHERIRTM, | o 4 |

EERFRARIRCTHADE
ATTTH = 114 1]

3 SFIATCATUROT | o &—¢ |
F=gATE YTl
REUENUICETERT

1 T Aeh{UT—

gTeuRiaaEaTad 1o 1|
TATASNGRATE g aafd 114 11
¥ TR, | o % |
Ry THsTEd 1R 11
Y TR | go %o |
TaideTE=aH 11%0 11
& STH=CTEITYeho | Ho 2%-33 |
STHGTEA: TUATHE 118% 11

R HRTEAMTEHRH | go 2¢ |
FHETEEEYET 112¢ 11

%0 FHMIRERTM, | Ho 2% 1
A TE TeETd 18R 11

9.9, TEETIEROT | o R0-3R |
FETUTETH-TAY 110 |1

T & fawEma 1R 11
Ftafa =T 1R 1

93 TR | Fo 23|
AyfageaTeaiy =mE: 113 1)
93 JENTRmiomRon | go 2% |

RLlIERIRHEE
TAWATHATHAATE 1% 11

9% AR, | o W4 |
FerdNE 114 11
94 BT | Fo 25 |
KELERIEEN o
AT IToB-aEI T —
THeegwa 1195 11
9§ HFRETEERI | Ho 29-2¢ |
A

e fieraamaes i TOCHETEATER 1R 1|

CCATEER]

T e 1193 11

\o SR | o L¥-34 |

ML TAATHTET 119% 11

TSR | 134 11

¢ SRR | Fo 2&-30 |

AT T NaRagaeTa 1198 11

Tl
ACEATEEIROT, 1199 11

Brad IWATERILT 11R¢ 1

910 TR | o R-30 |

TeRdaEEYTsAen g
femrer: 11211

SUUHEAGRTUTTUeTo8 —
wteRad 1130 11

9.¢ AT | o 32 |

SRR ARG EREE
ITSETIHHTSAT 1132 11

(26)



%R ATIEARRITIHTN | Ho 3R |

FragiaerrAa T -
HTIERTOTT 113 11

R0 FASXARIFOM, | o 33|

SrerfET ey aHTIa.gar—-

WTHIHEaAg®H 1133 11
29 TSR | Fo 3¥ |
FIGTHAAT 1 13% 1

R FALATURTM, | o 34-35 |

AT HAATHIEATH: 1134 1]

AT WU TS
AT 1138 11

23 AR | Fo 39|
=t ot
graad 1130 11
R¥ TR | o 3¢ |
g g werea: 113¢ 1)
Y, HHTEITFRTM | o 31 |
HRTHTEA aF
ATIAATEST: 1132 11
Q& SATEUTIHTM | Ho ¥o-¥2 |
SATSEEATT: | 1%0 |1
IuTEerd saEagaaTd 132 11
R afFgRonieERom | go ¥R |
AfRuTHETEagge:
Geresiaase: e 1143 ||
¢ TG | Fo %3 |
TEHAeE agHH 11%3 11
2R Torgprafimomg | g ¥y-uR |
fergeEreamig
FelrEaei™ 119y 1|

yafrered: TeRtuTTeRRTa
TR EEa 11%4 11

AferaeT=H 11%5 1

Toréra g Terivoma g 1

I 11%¢ 11

yeATfearef e T
T 1% 11

ST :
BRI REICE LA -E]
AGHH |1ko 11

T TR TAe g gad 2
wreRTa: 1148 1)

WU ¥ Ve ATfged
YEEATEIE: 14?1

3o UM | o U3-UY |

Teh STCHA: IR WTET 1143 11

IR IC IS RAC I G B
qUEATSEEA | 1W% 11

3% AFETGIIHTM | o 44— |

sG] 7 wrer f
Tfeaed 1uy 1

TATICAgISTERIE: 1148 ||

3R AT, | o Y |

I shgassaTaea ag &
AT 119 11

33 YTeRTICHETRO | Fo 4L |

BIE IR CA ECCA G QT OYAT

3y foercaTferaRn | go uR |

FrercutstafrEwamaT 143 11

34 HIETRIFTY, | o &o |

HTFITE] TATHRTH TH AT o1

(27)



e HTET, 1Igo 1 AARTA 11E3 1

38 FATHIATATIRIOT | TUTETIRUE YA |16 11

| ¥o &2-88 1 79T AeEgwTaTYQ: 1184 1|
Y TATHANTE: 1183 1 AT 1158 1
mrEg e 1

3t Jafirerr SRR HTETRT Jefenearre qar: amg: 13 11

(28)



:ﬂaxir@af: qlq:
9, JEITATIRR | go %-3%0 | ¥ TSRO | o R3-R% |

JEuTT SAvITSaTaTd griteeraert gfa ==

A 118 11 Ferofaea 11R3 11

YT TE FATSATAT  qor Sreharaaaraar-ma 1% 11
Jfufa: iz n b STfireATEERoT | o R4 |

ARG 113 11 3T TS ST AT 11RY 1

e 1% 11 & FATIEITIsRoN | go 8- |

FHTEAOTT | 1Y 1 AT T AATYRITA 1138 11

Aga faemTe g 1 FIHEHTEN: T g

= e 1) afgdeaggaa

sifereprageTTy aTatEUEE AT AT 1130 |1
AEIAE 1< 1 \o HATATIHATIRTM | o ¢ -32 |

Fed g 1R 1l TataT e ST

FraTe et 1130 11 TEIAT 11R¢ 11

Ferem: wraee 1182 10 STETETST 1122 11

IR 18R 1] 1f = = 1130 1

AfeTaT 123 1) TEEHTASHFTIFR 1132 11

W‘}ﬂ"i"‘;“?x“ ¢ STARFHIERT | Fo 3R-34 |

wl?al:'%“ fafeaeamensmeRntt 133 1)

AR = 1133 11

Feata:g = wes fE 1% 1) Tt @ wEEfeTET 113% 11

R TUHITTRRTO | o $¢-30 | )
> FATHYE o eviEfd 113y 1|
Tyt At et ?

fRngen ] fereuriershom | go 38-3%1
AT TSI AR 1132 1 S =T G A G 1138 1
ﬁf\wmll?oll arfa - = 1136 1)

3 TR | go 39-33 1 OEIRE H3¢ 1
LSRR IEC R CIEUEE] rafEeaaeaTal forgm=a 1132 11

SrATgEETd 1132 11 %0 AEYATIHTE | o ¥o |

HTE9TSaT=T 113 11 A g AT SRR

(29)



FrammagmTE: 11%o 11 HM | Go ¥o-4R |

99, ST - TEHTRIATY: TET e
FOH | o ¥-¥R | gl Tareaiaad 11%e 1|
T aTfreRTRERATY FHEATAT TRUMTTEER: 11¥¢ 11

ELEIGIEISCRINIG)
Tz HIASfAETHE TR 11%% 11

IUYEHTY @k

HATSHTHEAGHA | 1%3 11 24, FTTSHIITRERIN | Go Yo |
93 AR | go ¥3 | FATTaRa=aaTd |40 11
afeqvEeT T g3 UfhTIershom | Fo U2 |

%3 AT | Ho ¥y~ | TS bt R e ES)
T AT 116y 1) T 1142 11

e 90 FRAGATIHRTM | o UR |

afehrEd 1%y 11 T4 givhtherTiaraeaeaee—
AL 1% 1| FYATAGIATIYA: 1 14R 11
9% HEshEI-aXiae e -

i Jenforerat srRerHmTETET gdtemee =qe: are: 11y 1|
A AU :
AT TYH: UTq:

9 STFERTFOH | Fo 2-R | & STEHTIRRN | Fo w-%0 |
AP RHASHGUEIE 112 11 JTEH: FFAETA 11 1
fagr= 11z 11 ST 114 11
R SATHCATITHATIRT | Fo 3 | JFTATATAET |13 1|
aATenfa qETesf= TEat< = 113 11 wwf= =1%o 1
3 eTRTRreRoT | Ho ¥ | \o TSI | o 22 |
ERcicE RER: Il AT T 1122 11
¥ SRIGETIRT | Fo Y | ¢ FTIEOIREROH | Go 2R |
EREEERICUTENT a1 sy R gEm g2 1

b SATCCATICHATRT | Fo & | R TEferTHIRIRM | Yo 231

5
¢ l




AU 1123 11
9.0 SATHTIITHTM | o 2 |

AT FhuTHHA: 1120 11
9.3 formaeeATTesRo | o 2¢ |

Wﬂ'ﬂ'&i‘?ﬁﬂ:ﬂﬁ@ll?xll mmﬁ%“%“
9.9 TSRO || o 24 | % SRETOTRIAF | o 23 |
IAREYHTE U g ga R e R
qga: 1134 11 ‘
93 StfirrTat- g 1188 11
FOM | o LE-209 |
arfigrEnte g aehmaiaa
TRV 1128 11
i Sefaer SRRERH TR SgaieaEe Jom: 9T 113 11
3T%If\§5ﬁ?1:‘-'l'l'§:
9 TR | o 2-R 1 afaventafa = TR 18R 1
ATEHATY FYHTEBeET 112 11 TS PRETH 1193 11
14 TE o FAag 1R 1 TR = %% 1

R TSR | go 31

{1 TT0T 30 113 11

3 AR | Fo ¥-§ |

TISEAL AGUTHIEH: 1% 11

Y g 11k 1|

FeRteu qutaat 2 11g 1

¥ STYIISHATHRH | o o |

AT A GUHATGH A
TIIATS e 1|

b GHNSIISIMIERT | Ho -3 |

AGTUTA: HARSAUGIA 1< 1

oW THITAY aLderss: 1% 11

FrowEETa: 11%0 11

T TATTUTY Fo4T 1122 11

& WfouefereRom | go 23-2% |

s TR | go 24 |

AT TR T 2TE 11g4 11

¢ AR | o 25 |

ATAATT T=T 1196 11

R FarhISTrRTT | go 201

ARRISTSAAT ACTRTIITAGRT
Frmameataes T i -
T gETTE:
yraTiErRaT 1120 1

%0 TWHRITYRIO | o 9¢-2R |

WA 112¢ 11

fatsr afa <= wvarue
FraegTiercaresiaid = 118% 1

2%, ST | go R0-32

sragmaqstu gfermt 1120 11

31



FIRE: T o T T T 11R2 11
1Y A UTE:
¢ srfuefiom | g 2 ey dgSAuR: 118 11
arfeirfeAT qesfera: 12 11 FHTITEd ALa T TR
R IRAfER | o R | TRATETETA 1120 11
aTgEseERTRRET 1R 1 A 11gR 1
3 dfeeRmRom | g 31 W SfHfEEEET 18R 1)
afears agor: TraraT 13 11 I 1183 11
XWW'Q\O ¥-5 | Wﬂiﬁ'raﬂﬁmﬁ?lﬁﬁ?l’ll?xll
anfaaTiEehTEatggTa 1% 11 & ST eRTCTRITIY -
SwFEEIEE g 1Y 1) PUTH | He RU-RE |
AT R TeraT T
Feaa aaEega: 116 ||
U, SHTATRERH | Go 6-2¥ | W:TW@W'
w1 AT TeguuN: g
et fersrer gtarta 1125 1

farfaear=T e 1

i e st Tqeteame qofie: e 13 11
g Tg: ue: |

¢ e e | o ¢-3 |

FEETawiE: T&O9 5T 12 11

Th: T 1R 11

STTET TEHIOTT 113 11

R AR ZEeTTRIR | o % |

ATATT FEeaT 1% 11

3 SRR | o Y- |

FTaT SffwumTaTReE: 1y 1

Tafaa=mo
AT GG ATTH: 115 |1

TIHEUITET] qa AT eriet
ATGT: 116 11

¥ HeReTIRH | o ¢-R |

TgeuTed g a=gd: 11¢ 1

1 TG ATt 1R 11

b ST | o 20-3Y |

AuTE ATERATE T 11%0 11

e AT ReaT AT 192 11

gravgagSAtae
FTEIEUNSA: 1182 11

TS HeeTagauN: 1123 1

T ATIEEd 112 11

3 TETIerRoT | o g4-2E |

weraagravrEen fg et gy

(32)



e SererFared
R ugs
\o SIS -

HOH | o L9-RR |

AT RTRRAUSEE™h: 119¢ 11
faerrafd s qen f2

fearfammz 133 11
IyEALE TeAETIA IR0 |1
WRTHTATRI TGS 1138 11
AT eTEATg

eI 11RR 1

3fq Janfoeat SRR aqetere Tgd: e 11y 1|

THTHISFEEFITS: ||

33



BRAHMA SUTRAS






(4

35
11 eflsTO19IRT o13t: ||

11 2fRICaBURHAICH ] ol 4: ||

INTRODUCTION

Hari Om! Salutations to Sri Vyasa, the Avatara of Vishnu, the
wise Badarayana and Sri Krishna Dvaipayana.

Vedas consist of three portions viz., the Karma Kanda which
deals with sacrifices or ceremonial rites, the Upasana Kanda which
treats of Upasana (worship) and the Jnana Kanda which deals with
knowledge of Brahman. Karma Kanda represents the feet of a man,
Upasana Kanda the heart, and the Jnana Kanda the head. Just as the
head is the most important portion of a man, so also the Upanishads
which treat of the knowledge portion of the Vedas is the head of the
Vedas. Hence it is said to be the Siras (head) of Vedas.

Mimamsa means the investigation or enquiry into the connected
meaning of the sacred texts. Of this Mimamsa two branches have
been recognised, the Purva Mimamsa (earlier) and the Uttara
Mimamsa (the latter). The former systematises the Karma
Kanda—the portion of the Veda which pertains to action and sacri-
fices and which comprises Samhitas and the Brahmanas; the latter
systematises the Jnana Kanda i.e., that part of the Vedas which in-
cludes the Aranyaka portion of the Brahmanas and the Upanishads.
Jaimini is the author of the Purva Mimamsa. Sri Vyasa (Badarayana
or Krishna Dvaipayana) the Guru of Jaimini is the author of the
Brahma Sutras otherwise known as Vedanta Sutras. The study of
Brahma Sutras is a synthetic study of the Upanishads. It treats of the
Vedanta philosophy.

The Vedas are eternal. They were not written by any individual.
They came out from the breath of Hiranyagarbha (Lord Brahma).
Vedanta is the end or gist of the Vedas. It deals with the knowledge
portion. Vedanta is not mere speculation. It is the authentic record of
transcendental experiences or direct and actual realisation of the
great Hindu Rishis or seers. Brahma Sutras is the Science of the
Soul.

Sutras are concise aphorisms. They give the essence of the ar-
guments on a topic. Maximum of thought is compressed or con-
densed into these Sutras in as few words as possible. It is easy to
remember them. Great intellectual people only, with realisation, can
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INTRODUCTION 4

compose Sutras. They are clues or aids to memory. They cannot be
understood without a lucid commentary (Bhashya). The commentary
also is in need of further elaborate explanation. Thus the interpreta-
tions of the Sutras gave rise to various kinds of literary writings such
as Vrittis (gloss) and Karikas. The different Acharyas (founders of dif-
ferent schools of thought) have given their own interpretations of the
Sutras to establish their own doctrines. The Bhashya of Sri Sankara
on Brahma Sutras is known as Sariraka Bhashya. His school of
thought is Kevala Advaita. The Bhashya of Sri Ramanuja who
founded the Visishtadvaita School is called Sri Bhashya. The com-
mentary of Sri Nimbarkacharya is known as Vedanta-parijata-
saurabha. Sri Vallabhacharya expounded his system of philosophy of
Suddhadvaita (pure monism) and his commentary on the Brahma
Sutras is known as Anu Bhashya.

Sanskrit is very elastic. It is like Kamadhenu or Kalpataru. You
can milk out of it various kinds of Rasas according to your intellectual
calibre and spiritual experiences. Therefore different Acharyas have
built different systems of thought or cults by interpreting the Sutras in
their own ways and became founders of sects. Madhva founded his
own system of Dvaita. The cults of Vishnu known as Bhagavata or
Pancharatra and those of Siva, Pasupata or Mahesvara have inter-
preted Brahma Sutras in accordance with their own tenets.
Nimbarkacharya interpreted the Vedanta system from the standpoint
of Bhedabheda-Dvaitadvaita. He was largely influenced by the teach-
ings of Bhaskara who flourished in the first half of the ninth century.
The theory held by Bhaskara and Nimbarka was held by the ancient
teacher Audulomi. Badarayana himself refers to this theory in his
Brahma Sutras.

There are more than fourteen commentaries on the Brahma
Sutras. Sri Appaya Dikshita rendered the commentary of Sri Sankara
more clear by his Parimala, Sri Vachaspati Misra by his work Bhamati
and Sri Amalananda Sarasvati by his Kalpataru.

The erroneous identification of the body with the pure Atman is
the root cause for human sufferings and miseries and for births and
deaths. You identify yourself with the body and say, ‘| am fair, dark,
stout or thin. | am a Brahmin, | am a Kshatriya, | am a doctor’. You
identify yourself with the senses and say, ‘| am blind, | am dumb’. You
identify yourself with the mind and say, ‘| know nothing. | know every-
thing. | became angry. | enjoyed a good meal. | am suffering from this
disease’. The entire object of the Brahma Sutras is to remove this er-
roneous identification of the Soul with the body which is the root
cause of your sufferings and miseries, which is the product of Avidya
(ignorance) and help you in the attainment of the final emancipation
through knowledge of Brahman.
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The Upanishads seem to be full of contradictions at first. They
do not contain consistent system of thought. Sri Vyasa systematised
the thoughts or philosophy of the Upanishads in his Brahma Sutras.
The Sutras reconcile the conflicting statements of the Upanishads. In
reality there are no conflicts for the thinker. Audulomi and Asmarathya
also did this work in their own way and founded their own schools of
thought.

Those who wish to study the philosophy of Vedanta should
study the Ten Classical Upanishads and the Brahma Sutras. All
Acharyas have commented on Brahma Sutras. This is a great author-
ity for every philosophical school in India. If any Acharya wishes to es-
tablish his own cult or sect or school of thought he will have to write a
commentary of his own on Brahma Sutras. Then only it will be recog-
nised.

The five great Acharyas: Sri Sankara the exponent of Kevala
Advaita or uncompromising monism, Sri Ramanuja the exponent of
Visishtadvaita or qualified monism, Sri Nimbarka the exponent of
Bhedabheda-vada, Sri Madhva the exponent of strict Dvaitism or
Dvaita-vada and Sri Vallabha the exponent of Suddhadvaita-vada or
pure monism agree that Brahman is the cause of this world and that
knowledge of Brahman leads to Moksha or the final emancipation,
which is the goal of life. They also emphatically declared that Brah-
man can be known only through the scriptures and not through mere
reasoning. But they differ amongst themselves as to the nature of this
Brahman, the relation of the individual soul to Brahman, the state of
the soul in the state of final emancipation, the means of attaining It
and Its causality with reference to this universe.

According to Sri Sankara, there is one Absolute Brahman who is
Sat-chit-ananda, who is of an absolutely homogeneous nature. The
appearance of this world is due to Maya—the illusory power of Brah-
man which is neither Sat nor Asat. This world is unreal. This world is a
Vivarta or apparent modification through Maya. Brahman appears as
this universe through Maya. Brahman is the only reality. The individ-
ual soul has limited himself through Avidya and identification with the
body and other vehicles. Through his selfish actions he enjoys the
fruits of his actions. He becomes the actor and enjoyer. He regards
himself as atomic and as an agent on account of Avidya or the limiting
Antahkarana. The individual soul becomes identical with Brahman
when his Avidya is destroyed. In reality Jiva is all-pervading and iden-
tical with Brahman. Isvara or Saguna Brahman is a product of Maya.
Worship of Isvara leads to Krama Mukti. The pious devotees (the
knowers of Saguna Brahman) go to Brahmaloka and attain final re-
lease through highest knowledge. They do not return to this world.
They attain the Nirguna Brahman at the end of the cycle. Knowledge
of Nirguna Brahman is the only means of liberation. The knowers of
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INTRODUCTION 6

Nirguna Brahman attain immediate final release or Sadyomukti. They
need not go by the path of gods or the path of Devayana. They merge
themselves in Para Brahman. They do not go to any Loka or world. Sri
Sankara’s Brahman is Nirvisesha Brahman (Impersonal Absolute)
without attributes.

According to Sri Ramanuja, Brahman is with attributes
(Savisesha). He is endowed with all auspicious qualities. He is not in-
telligence itself. Intelligence is his chief attribute. He contains within
Himself whatever exists. World and individual souls are essential real
constituents of Brahman’s nature. Matter (Achit) and soul (Chit) form
the body of the Lord, Lord Narayana who is the Inner Ruler
(Antaryamin). Matter and souls are called modes of Him (Prakara).
The individual souls will never be entirely resolved in Brahman. Ac-
cording to Ramanuja, Brahman is not absolutely one and homoge-
neous. The individual souls undergo a state of Sankocha
(contraction) during Pralaya. They expand (Vikasa) during creation.
Sri Ramanuja’s Brahman is a Personal God with attributes. The indi-
vidual soul of Ramanuja is really individual. It will remain a personality
for ever. The soul remains in Vaikuntha for ever in a state of bliss and
enjoys the divine Aisvarya of Lord Narayana. Bhakti is the chief
means to final emancipation and not Jnana. Sri Ramanuja follows in
his Bhashya the authority of Bodhayana.

According to Sri Nimbarkacharya, Brahman is considered as
both the efficient and material cause of the world. Brahman is both
Nirguna and Saguna. The universe is not unreal or illusory but is a
true manifestation or Parinama of Brahman. (Sri Ramanuja also
holds this view. He says “Just as milk is transformed into curd, so also
Brahman has transformed Himself as this universe”). This world is
identical with and at the same time different from Brahman just as the
wave or bubble is the same and at the same time different from water.
The individual souls are parts of the Supreme Self. They are con-
trolled by the Supreme Being. The final salvation lies in realising the
true nature of one’s own soul. This can be achieved by Bhakti (devo-
tion). The individuality of the finite self (Jivatman) is not dissolved
even in the state of final emancipation. Sri Ramanuja also holds that
the Jiva assumes the divine body of Sri Narayana with four hands and
enjoys in Vaikuntha the divine Aisvarya of the Lord.

You may ask why do such great realised souls hold different
views, why have they started different cults or systems. The highest
philosophy of Sri Sankara which bespeaks of the identity of the indi-
vidual soul and the Supreme Soul cannot be understood by the vast
maijority of persons. Therefore Sri Madhva and Sri Ramanuja started
their Bhakti cult. The different schools are different rungs in the ladder
of Yoga. The student must place his foot step by step and finally reach
the highest peak of perfection—the Kevaladvaita realisation of Sri
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Sankara. As temperaments are different, different schools are also
necessary to suit the taste, capacity, and stage of evolution of the as-
pirant. Therefore all schools and cults are necessary. They have got
their own place and scope.

The views